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Update on Mask Requirement Effective Monday, August 23, 2021 
 
August 21, 2021 
 
AHISD Families -  
 

From the time of our original communication with families in July until now, we have 
worked to ensure a safe learning environment that provides our students the opportunity 
for in-person learning in our classrooms.  After carefully monitoring our AHISD active 
cases and quarantine numbers after this first week of school, we realize it is time to 
update our health and safety protocols to include a temporary three-week mask 
requirement for our students, staff and visitors beginning Monday, August 23. 
Masks will be required while indoors on our campuses and while on our school buses. 
Our AHISD Board of Trustees unanimously voted to support this recommendation at the 
Special Called Meeting this morning after hearing from hundreds of community 
members through emails and public comment at our last three meetings. 
 

The procedures implemented this past year allowed our schools to open and stay open 
for the entirety of the school year. That was largely due to our multi-layered approach 
that included social distancing, self-screening for symptoms, cohorting of students 
(keeping them in assigned small groups), facility and operational efforts including 
HVAC improvements and sanitization efforts, as well as the wearing of masks.  
 

When we opened our schools last year, the first week of school we documented two 
active student cases and three active staff cases. This year, with a much more 
contagious Delta variant, at the end of our first week of school, we documented thirty 
student active cases and five staff active cases in addition to 105 close contacts for 
quarantine. If we truly want to keep our staff and students in-person in our schools for 
teaching and learning, then we need to commit to the tools we utilized last year, 
including the wearing of masks for a period of time.  
 

Last year, at the peak of positive cases in the district per student enrollment, we saw an 
all-time high of 1.24% positive COVID cases among students. During this time, the large 
number of students and staff on quarantine significantly strained our district’s capacity 
to offer regular programming and services for our students. After the three-week 
temporary mask requirement is completed on Friday, September 10th, we will 
responsively monitor campus case counts and make decisions about masking for 
identified campuses that exceed a 1% positive case count threshold. We will commit to 
monitoring our community data and updating our responsive practices as needed.  We 
believe that this mask requirement is temporary and that positive case rates will 
decrease if we act in a responsive way at this time. 
 

There is no greater time for our community to come together to promote the importance 
of in-person instruction as well as to take care of each other by responding to the 
challenges our local health systems are facing. Despite the disappointment of what we 



thought this year might look like, our community is resilient, steadfast, and committed to 
one another, especially for the educational experience of our students. I continue to be 
hopeful that these temporary measures will get us to a different place in a few weeks.  
 

Warmest regards,  
 

Dr. Dana Bashara 

Superintendent 
Alamo Heights ISD 

 

 


